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Urban  District  of  Hebden  Bridge. 


ANNUAL.  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Holme  House,  Hebden  Bridge, 

June,  1937. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebden  Bridge 

Urban  District  Council. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Urban  District  of  Hebden  Bridge  for  the  year  ending 
1936. 

Owing  to  amalgamation  with  the  neighbouring  district 
of  Mytholmroyd,  this  wrill  be  the  last  Annual  Report  for 
this  District.  It  will  be  the  eighteenth  I have  had  the 
honour  of  presenting.  On  looking  over  my  reports  covering 
those  years  I do  feel,  with  a definite  amount  of  pleasure  and 
satisfaction,  that  many  great  improvements  in  the  Health 
Services  of  the  District  have  been  inaugurated  and  devel- 
oped. With  the  amalgamation  of  the  neighbouring  district 
of  Mytholmroyd,  I earnestly  hope  greater  improvements 
will  be  carried  on  in  the  interests  of  Public  Health. 

Hebden  Bridge  is  a town  occupying  a small  area  of  476 
acres,  with  narrow  valleys  surrounded  by  steep  hills,  having 
some  roads  with  gradients  1 in  6.  The  lowest  road  level  is 
about  320ft.  and  the  highest  about  710ft.  above  sea  level. 
The  Rivers  Calder  and  Hebden  flow  through  the  town.  The 
inhabitants  belong  principally  to  the  working-classes,  the 
chief  industry  of  the  district  being  the  wholesale  clothing 
trade.  The  1921  census  showed  the  district  to  have  a popu- 
lation of  6,580.  The  estimated  population  of  the  district  for 
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mid-year  1936  is  6,120.  There  were  1.484  houses  in  the 
district  in  1921,  all  of  which  were  inhabited.  The  estimated 
average  number  of  occupants  per  house  for  the  year  1921 
\vas  3.5.  At  the  end  of  1936  there  were  2,129  inhabited 
houses  in  the  district,  according  to  the  Rate  Books. 

The  Rateable  value  is  £39,424,  and  the  sum  represented 
by  a penny  rate  is  £154  nett. 

STATISTICS:  UNEMPLOYMENT,  YEAR  1936. 

Concerning  unemployment,  unfortunately  separate 
figures  are  not  recorded  for  the  areas  of  Hebden  Bridge, 
Heptonstall,  and  Mytholmroyd,  or  of  the  other  townships; 
but  the  total  insured  population  (which  means  persons  who 
are  working  in  trades  outside  Agriculture  and  Domestic 
Services,  and  excluding  persons  in  business  on  own  account, 
etc.)  of  the  whole  district,  approximately  for  1936  was  6,780. 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  given  to  me 
by  the  Manager  of  the  Hebden  Bridge  Employment  Ex- 
change, whose  area  is  representative  of  Hebden  Bridge,  and 
also  includes  the  neighbouring  districts  of  the  Todmorden 
Rural  District  Council  and  the  Mytholmroyd  Urban  District 
Council : — 

The  figures  down  for  each  month  of  the  Wholly  Un- 
employed and  Temporarily  Suspended  (short-timers)  are: 

Month.  W.U  T.S.  Total.  Reason  for  increase  or  decrease 

Jan.  369  274  616  Decrease  due  to  weather  conditions,  and 

slackness  in  wholesale  clothing,  woollen,  dye- 
ing and  finishing. 

Feb.  369  178  547  Decrease  due  to  improvement  in  wholesale 

clothing,  and  return  to  employment  Outdoor 
Workers. 

Mar.  29?  131  428  Decrease  due  to  men  employed  temporary 

road  work  for  Council,  better  trade  in  Dye- 
ing and  Finishing  and  Wood  Working. 

Apr.  347  104  451  Slight  increase  due  to  navvies  discharged 

from  reservoir.  Short-time  in  clothing, 
woollen,  dyeing  and  finishing.  Against  this 
there  is  a return  to  work  of  Cotton  Weavers. 

May  320  76  396  Decrease  due  to  men  in  road  widening  and 

repairs.  Improvement  in  cotton. 

June  275  75  350  Decrease  due  to  men  employed  on  tram-track 

and  bridge.  Better  trade  in  dyeing  and 
finishing. 
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Month.  W.U,  T.S.  Total.  Reason  for  increase  or  decrease 

July  251  88  339  Decrease  due  to  Improvement  in  cotton  weav- 

ing and  wholesale  clothing. 

Aug.  230  495  725  Decrease  due  to  temporary  suspension  in 

wholesale  clothing  and  dyeing  and  finishing. 

Sep.  235  392  627  Decrease  due  to  return  to  employment  Whole- 

sale clothing. 

Oct.  254  110  364  Decrease  due  to  further  return  to  employ- 

ment, women,  wholesale  clothing. 

Nov.  267  178  445  Decrease  due  to  temporary  suspension  wood- 

working industry. 

Dec.  279  236  515  Decrease  due  to  weather  conditions  and 

slackness  in  wholesale  clothing. 


Employment  during  1936  in  Hebden  Bridge  and  Dis- 
trict has  been  very  good  generally,  and  there  has  been  only 
slight  fluctuation  January,  August  and  September,  due  io 
months  when  the  Wholesale  Clothing  Industry  experiences 
seasonal  decline.  A considerable  number  of  men  were  found 
employment  on  the  Tramway  Track  for  several  months  from 
June. 

The  total  number  of  insured  workers  in  the  area  of  the 
Exchange  is  approximately  6,780. 


The  figures  given  represent  the  position  relating  to 
employment  at  the  date  the  official  figures  are  taken,  and 
it  may  be  that  there  are  considerable  increases  at  holiday 
periods  and  weeks  during  August  and  September,  for  which 
statistics  are  not  published. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year:  — 


/ Total  M. 

Live  Births ***  ^ ^2 

(illegitimate...  0 0 


F-  1 Birth-rate  per  1000 
27  Estimated  Resident 

0 j Population,  9.64. 


Still  Births 


Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate. . . 


5 

0 


2 

0 


3 

0 


Rate  per  1000 
Total  Births,  78.12 

Rate  per  1000 
Population,  0.81. 


Total 

Deaths 92 


M.  F.  Death-rate  per  1000 

53  39  Estimated  Resident 

Population,  15.03. 
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Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions 
—25. 

Birth  Piate  (England  and  Wales) — 14.8  per  1000  population 
Still  Birth  Pate  ,,  0.61  ,, 

Death  Pate  ,,  12.1  ,, 

Hate  per  1000 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes.  Deaths.  Total  (live  & still)  Births. 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis 0 0 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes...  0 0 

Total 0 0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate  Total  3.  Males  2.  Females  1. 

Illegitimate  Total  0.  Males  0.  Females  0. 

Death  Pate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000  live 
births  : — 

Legitimate  50,  Illegitimate  0,  All  Infants  50. 

Death  Pate  Infants  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births  : — 


England  and  Wales 59 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

,,  'Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 

,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  17 

,,  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  15 

,,  Influenza  , , 1 

,,  Suicide  ,,  1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer, 
who  also  acts  as  Public  Vaccinator  and  District  M.O.  under 
the  Poor  Law  Act. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a part-time  officer;  and  other 
Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Public 
Analysts,  etc.,  come  under  the  control  of  the  West  Riding 
County  Council. 
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PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

This  is  principally  carried  out  by  the  two  District 
Nurses  attached  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing 
Institution.  These  two  Nurses  are  qualified  both  in  General 
and  Maternity  Nursing.  They  attend  confinements  at  a 
small  fixed  fee.  Their  work  is  highly  appreciated,  and  their 
services  are  always  much  in  demand. 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  provide  Nurses  for 
the  home  treatment  of  Infectious  cases  where  there  is  no 
hospital  accommodation  for  such  cases. 

The  Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing  Institution  is  man- 
aged very  successfully  by  a local  Committee,  and  is  sup- 
ported principally  by  voluntary  contributions.  The  Institu- 
tion receives  a subsidy  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  towards 
the  cost  of  running  the  Maternity  service.  It  has  no 
connection  with  the  Local  Authority.  Midwives:  The  two 
District  Nurses  referred  to  are  the  only  practising  midwives 
in  the  area. 

The  local  authority  makes  no  subsidy  towards  practising 
midwives. 

There  was  no  change  in  these  arrangements  during 
the  year. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield.  Auto- 
genous vaccines  and  sera  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  local 
medical  men  requiring  same.  The  services  of  the  laboratory 
are  much  availed  of  by  the  local  practitioners  in  this  district. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  immunising  serum  are  sup- 
plied to  any  medical  practitioner  requiring  them  for  use  in 
their  practice.  Immunisations  against  diphtheria  are  car- 
ried out,  free  of  charge,  at  local  centres  or  by  doctors  en- 
gaged in  private  practice. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 — The  whole. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890  — The 
whole. 

Do.  do.  1907 — Nearly  all. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 — No. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925 — The  whole. 


By e=  Laws  and  Regulations  in  force  in 

District 

Subject. 

Date  of  Approval 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements 
Scavenging  

None  Approved. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  

Common  Lodging  Houses  

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

Alteration  of  Buildings  

Slaughter-Houses  

Baths  and  Wash-Houses  

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  

Cemeteries  

Mortuaries 

7 7 7 7 

April  26,  1928. 
None  Approved. 

7 7 7 7 

7 7 7 7 

7 7 7 7 

7 7 7 7 

Offensive  Trades  

7 7 7 7 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds  

Smoke  Abatement 

August  25,  1932. 

Any  Bye-laws  made  under  Section  6 of  the  Housing  Act, 
1 1925— No. 

Any  Bye-laws  made  under  Section  68  of  the  Housing  Act, 
^ 1925— No. 

HOSPITALS. 

There  are  no  Hospitals  in  ITebden  Bridge,  but  those 
available  for  use  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  are  as 
follows : — 

BEDS. 


General  Medical  ) ROYAL  HALIFAX  M.  F. 

General  Surgical  ) INFIRMARY  97  70 

Children  ,,  43 

Maternity  ,,  20 


Venereal  Diseases  ,,  Included  in  above  figures. 

Orthopaedic  ,,  ,, 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ,,  ,, 

The  HALIFAX  GENERAL  HOSPITAL,  which  is  a 
Municipal  Hospital  having  405  beds,  and  being  fully  equip- 
ped in  all  departments.  It  takes  patients  from  the  area 
originally  bounded  by  the  Halifax  Poor  Law  Union  (popu- 
lation approximately  190,000).  During  the  past  year  56 
patients  were  admitted  from  our  district,  of  wdiich  16  were 
pregnancy  cases  (chiefly  abnormal),  and  the  rest  a variety 
of  medical  and  surgical  cases.  (For  this  information  I am 
indebted  to  Mr.  H.  I.  Deitch,  M.S.  (Lond.),  F.R.C.S.  (the 
Medical  Superintendent) . 


8 


I would  like  to  suggest  that  a Special  Bus  Service  to 
the  Halifax  Hospitals  be  available  on  each  day  in  the  wreek. 
As  arrangements  are  at  present,  considerable  inconvenience 
and  expense  is  incurred  by  patients  having  to  attend  either 
of  the  Hospitals,  by  the  fact  that  there  isn’t  a direct  service 
to  the  Hospitals.  If  arrangements  could  be  made  for  a bus 
to  leave  at  9 in  the  mornings  and  run  direct  to  the  Hospitals 
it  would  save  considerable  time  and  hardship  for  the  out- 
patients. At  present  it  means  that  people  have  to  get  off  at 
King  Cross  and  wait  for  another  bus  to  take  them  to  the 
Hospitals.  In  most  cases  this  is  undesirable,  if  not  actually 
harmful,  to  those  having  to  attend  for  treatment. 

Tuberculosis  ...The  Sanatoria  under  the  administration  of 
the  West  Hiding  County  Council. 

Chronic  Sick. . . STAN  SHIELD  VIEW  HOSPITAL,  31  Alale 
Beds  and  31  Female  Beds. 

Alental Under  County  Council  Administration. 

Mental  Deficiency — Under  County  Council  Administration. 
Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia. . .St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Halifax 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. . .Ditto,  by  arrangement  with  the 

County  Council. 

Fevers  FIELDEN  HOSPITAL,  Todmorden. 

(See  below  for  particulars). 

Smallpox. . .SOUKHALL  HOSPITAL,  Todmorden,  34  Beds. 

The  Fielden  and  Sourhall  Hospitals  are  managed  res- 
pectively by  the  Joint  Hospital  Committees,  and  the 
Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Council  is  one  of  the  local 
authorities  of  each  Committee,  the  finances  of  the  Com- 
mittees being  met  by  precept. 

Both  these  Hospitals  are  situated  w7ell  out  in  the  country 
about  4 and  7 miles  away,  on  high  ground,  well  away  from 
other  buildings. 

The  Fielden  Hospital  has  50  beds,  and  is  open  to  receive 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Pneu- 
monia, and  Erysipelas.  In  my  opinion  the  Hospital  should 
also  be  available  for  the  admission  of  cases  of  measles, 
vdiooping  cough  and  chicken-pox,  wdrere  isolation  might  be 
considered  not  only  advisable  but  almost  essential  in  many 
cases.  Epidemics  of  these  common  fevers  continue  to  occur 
yearlv,  and  I have  no  doubt  their  recurrence  is  due  to  the 
difficulties  experienced  in  the  proper  isolation  of  the  cases 
when  kept  at  home.  The  Hospital  is  now7  under  the  direct 
supervison  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Todmorden. 
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The  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Sourhall  has  34  beds. 
There  was  no  case  admitted  during  the  year. 

The  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary  is  purely  a voluntary 
institution,  and  is  very  well  supported  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  district. 

Institutional  provision  is  provided  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  children,  and  homeless  children,  at  the  Union 
Hospital  (Stansfield  View,  Todmorden)  and  The  General 
Hospital,  Halifax. 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  in  your  area. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  above  services  during  the 
year. 

The  investigation  of  maternal  deaths  and  cases  of  puer- 
peral fever  or  puerperal  pyrexia  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  conjunction  with  me. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance  from 
the  Fever  Hospital.  Non-infectious  and  Accident  cases  are 
removed  by  an  Ambulance  jointly  owned  by  Hebden  Bridge 
Urban  Council,  Mytholmroyd  Urban  Council,  and  Todmor- 
den Rural  Council.  Both  these  Ambulances  are  of  the 
modern  motor  type,  and  with  regard  to  the  Accident  Ambu- 
lance, patients  are  called  upon  to  pay  a nominal  amount 
on  each  occasion  when  the  same  is  used.  The  Ambulance 
services  in  this  area  are  quite  adequate. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

There  is  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  estab- 
lished in  Hebden  Bridge.  A Clinic  for  mothers  and 
babies  is  held  once  weekly,  under  the  supervision  of  a 
lady  doctor  and  two  nurses.  The  attendances  at  this  Clinic 
have  increased  considerably  in  recent  years. 

An  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  monthly,  and  is  being  well 
attended.  It  is  under  the  supervision  of  a Lady  Doctor, 
and  is  held  on  the  last  Friday  of  each  month  at  2 p.m. 

School  Clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at  this  Centre  and 
are  attended  by  the  Health  Nurse. 
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Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  weekly  at  both 
Todmorden  and  Sowerby  Bridge.  The  distance  to  either  of 
these  Dispensaries  is  about  four  miles  from  most  parts  of 
this  area. 

The  nearest  treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases  is 
at  the  Boyal  Halifax  Infirmary,  some  eight  miles  away. 

The  Clinics  referred  to  are  under  the  control  of  the  West 
Biding  County  Council. 

SANITABY  CIBCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  ABEA. 

Water. — The  main  water  supply  of  Hebden  Bridge  is 
obtained  in  bulk  from  the  Halifax  Corporation,  the  supply 
being  from  moorlands.  The  supply  was  extended  during  the 
year  by  53yds.  of  3in.  pipes  at  Stubbing  Holme.  It  is 
filtered  prior  to  distribution.  The  supply  was  found  satisfac- 
tory in  quality  and  quantity  during  the  year.  In  addition 
to  this  supply  a considerable  number  of  premises  are  sup- 
plied with  water  from  private  sources,  the  origin  of  these 
being  from  springs.  Two  analyses  were  made  from  private 
supplies  during  the  year.  One  was  found  unsatisfactory, 
and  afterwards  remedied. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  — No  complaints  were  received 
regarding  any  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  — The  method  of  sewage 
disposal  is  partly  on  the  combined  system  and  partly  on  the 
separate  system.  The  arrangements  for  disposal  of  drainage 
and  sewage  prove  to  be  adequate.  It  was  extended  by  110 
yards  of  9in.  sewer  in  Moss  Lane  during  1936. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  still  37  pail  or  tub 
closets,  but  no  privies  with  covered  middens.  There  are 
2,139  water  closets  and  13  waste-water  closets.  The  number 
of  additional  water  closets  provided  for  old  property  in  1936 
was  8.  There  were  29  closets  constructed  in  1936  for  new 
houses.  There  were  no  privies  reconstructed  as  water 
closets  during  1936. 

Scavenging. — The  whole  of  our  domestic  refuse  is  col- 
lected weekly  from  movable  ashbins,  and  is  eventually 
disposed  of  at  the  refuse  tip.  There  is  no  fixed  ashpit  in 
the  district.  Controlled  tipping  is  now  the  method  adopted 
and  is  proving  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 
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Householders  should  provide  themselves  with  properly- 
covered  ash-bins.  I am  sure  many  air-borne  diseases  are 
liable  to  be  caused  by  the  spread  of  dust  from  the  many 
uncovered  ash-bins  in  the  district.  This  is  a most  important 
point,  and  requires  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Council 
and  the  ratepayers  alike.  There  is  a need,  also,  for  all 
Collecting  Carts  to  be  of  the  modern  type,  viz.,  low  and 
properly  covered,  such  as  the  one  which  was  purchased  two 
years  ago. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  following  table  submitted  to  me  in  tabular  form  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  shows  the  work  done  during  the  year 

ending  31st  December,  1936:  — 


Inspection  of  Premises  : — 

For  Nuisances  only  178 

Nuisances  found  in  1936  15 

Nuisances  in  hand  at  end  of  1935 0 

Total  needing  abatement  15 

Abated  during  1936  15 

Notices  served  informal  15 

Complied  with  15 

Notices  served  statutorv  0 

Notices  complied  with 0 


There  were  no  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings. 


Houses  inspected  for  “ Housing  defects  ” in  1936 

Under  Acts  and  Regulations  

Houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection  

Houses  needing  further  action  

Houses  found  with  defects  

Defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  

Inspection  of  Common  Lodging-house  

Inspections  of  Offensive  Trade  (Tripe-dressing)  

Number  of  samples  of  Milk  taken  for  analysis  under 

F.  and  D.  Acts  

Number  of  Cowshed  inspections  during  1936  

Number  of  seizures  of  unsound  food  

Number  of  inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  

Number  of  inspections  of  Bakehouses  


17 

15 

2 

2 

2 

3 


4 

32 

8 

69 

10 


12 


Smoke  Abatement : — 

Number  of  Smoke  Observations  taken  10 

Number  of  Cautions  as  a result  of  such  observations...  4 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools — There  are  none  in  this  area. 

Eradication  of  bed-bugs:  — 

1.  (a)  Council  Houses Infested — None. 

Disinfested — None. 

(b)  Other  Houses  Infested — None  found. 

Disinfested — None. 

2.  Method  of  Disinfesting — None  yet  adopted. 

3.  Methods  employed  of  cleansing  tenants’  belongings 
before  removal  to  Council  Houses — Fumigation. 

4.  Work  of  Disinfestation  would  be  carried  out  if 
necessary  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Shops  Act,  1934 — Sections  10  and  13  (3). 

Number  of  Visits  paid  under  the  Act  during  1936 — 5. 
Unsatisfactory  conditions  found — 3. 

Remedied — 3. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 

CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 


Total  No.  of 

Regulated  Buildings,  No.  in  No.  on  Inspections  General  Legal  Pro- 
Trades,  &c.  District.  Register.  Made.  Condition,  ceedings. 


Common  Lodging  Houses  1 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings  0 

Canal  Boats  0 

Knackers’  Yards  0 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds  0 

Offensive  Trades  1 

(Tripe  Boiling). 


1 . . 3 Satisfactory  None 

0 ..  0 ..  — — 

0 ..  0 ..  — — 

0 ..  0 ..  — — 

0 ..  0 ..  — — 

1 . . 5 . . Satisfactory  None 


Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offen- 
sive trades? — No. 


OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  REQUIRING 

NOTICE. 

Open-air  or  enclosed  Swimming  Baths  would  be  a great 
acquisition  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and 
surrounding  areas.  At  present  the  young  people  have  to 
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visit  adjoining  towns  for  this  invaluable  exercise;  or,  worse 
still,  bathe  in  the  mill  dams.  Considering  the  stagnancy  of 
the  water  in  these,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  they  are  defi- 
nitely unhealthy  and  should  not  be  used  for  bathing  pur- 
poses. 

The  Playing  Ground  on  the  Eaves  Estate,  provided  by 
the  Council,  continues  to  be  well  used.  Now  that  the  land 
at  Calder  Holmes,  acquired  by  the  Council,  is  ready  for  use, 
facilities  of  great  value  are  available.  It  is  a pleasure  to 
see  the  extent  to  which  the  young  folk  are  using  the  equip- 
ment, and  the  interest  which  their  elders  are  showing  in 
this  valuable  acquisition. 

Schools. — I am  pleased  to  report  favourably  on  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  various  schools  in  the  district.  The 
responsibility  for  the  general  health  of  the  children  rests 
with  the  County  School  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Potts,  and  the 
Medical  Inspectors  acting  under  him.  The  children  are 
examined  regularly,  with  the  result  that  where  physical 
defects  are  discovered  subsequent  action  is  taken,  with  con- 
sequent good  results.  A good  percentage  of  school-going 
children  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria  at  specially- 
held  Clinics  in  the  various  schools. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council 
whereby  the  children  can  either  be  immunised  free  of  charge 
at  their  respective  schools  or  by  their  own  medical  attendant. 

There  is  still  necessity  for  dental  inspection  and  more 
frequent  facilities  for  treatment.  In  addition  to  regular 
teeth  inspection  and  treatment,  I would  urge  the  necessity 
for  daily  washing  of  the  teeth  on  arriving  at  school  in  the 
morning  and  before  leaving  in  the  afternoon.  A habit  so 
acquired  in  the  school  life  of  a child  would  probably  be  con- 
tinued throughout  life,  and  would  lead  to  a general  improve- 
ment in  the  health  of  the  children,  both  during  school-life 
and  afterwards. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  — There  are  no  premises 
in  the  District  on  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured,  used, 
or  sold. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOP  THE  YEAR  1936. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  1936; — - 


(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  0 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  24 

Total 24 
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1  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwellinghouses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts  17 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  22 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (included  under 
Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  157 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  157 

(B)  (No.  of)  Dwellinghouses  needing  further  action — 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation — Numbers  not 
yet  determined.  Report  still  under  consideration 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation — Numbers  not  yet  determined. 
Report  still  under  consideration. 

2 Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  2 

3 Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

a.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 


Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  0 

(2)  Number  of  dw^ellinghouses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  0 
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(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 


(a)  By  Owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 


c & d.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19,  20  and  21  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1980:  — 

(1)  Number  of  Separate  Tenements  or  Under- 

ground Booms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  Separate  Tenements  or  Under- 
ground Booms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 


having  been  rendered  fit  0 

(3)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  0 


Housing  Act,  1935— OYercrowding. 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  12 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  12 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  6G 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . 31 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  19 


2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases. .. 101 1 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding  None 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report  
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Two  Registers  are  kept,  as  required  by  Section  2 (3) 
of  the  1922  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act  (a)  for 
Retailers  and  (b)  for  Cowkeepers  or  Wholesale  Traders. 

No  licences  have  been  applied  for  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Order  1923  & 1936,  for  Pro- 
duction of  “Certified”  Milk  “Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested),” 
Grade  A or  Pasteurised  Milk.  There  were  4 samples  taken 
by  officers  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  analysis  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  None  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 
There  were  no  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion, or  for  tubercle  bacilli.  The  average  number  of  milk 
cows  in  the  district  is  60.  The  number  of  Cowkeepers  is  5, 
all  of  whom  are  registered  as  milk  sellers.  There  are  8 Cow- 
sheds in  the  district,  and  these  were  inspected  32  times 
during  the  year.  Inspection  of  farms  and  dairies  is  carried 
out  regularly  by  the  County  Authority. 

There  were  8 seizures  of  unsound  food — 6 whole  beasts 
and  2 partially  condemned,  which  were  voluntarily  surren- 
dered. Inspections  of  cattle  at  the  farms  are  now  carried 
out  regularly  with  excellent  results. 

There  are  7 Private  Slaughterhouses,  all  of  which  are 
registered,  but  no  public  abattoir  in  the  district. 

Total  number  of  Number  entirely  No.  of  cases  where 
carcases  inspected.  condemned.  part  of  carcase  or 


organs  condemned. 

Beasts  189  6 2 

Calves  4 0 0 

Sheep  207  0 0 

Lambs  20  0 0 

Pigs  54  0 0 


There  were  no  prosecutions  for  (a)  Food  and  Drugs, 
(b)  Unsound  Food,  or  (c)  re  Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  14  Bakehouses  in  the  district,  none  under- 
ground. These  were  inspected  10  times  during  the  year 

and  found  to  be  satisfactorv. 

Adulteration,  etc. — The  West  Riding  County  Council  is 
the  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  but 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  takes  samples  of  Milk  for  examina- 
tion. 
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Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. — 

Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  Richardson,  of 
Bradford,  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out 
at  the  County  Hall,  Wakefield. 


Nutrition.— -Dissemination  of  knowledge.  No  action 
taken. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  was  1 death  from  influenza,  which  was  prevalent 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  It  was  not  of  a serious 
type  and  did  not  become  epidemic.  There  was  an  epidemic 
of  measles  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  children 
and  young  adults  being  equally  affected,  but  it  was  not  of  a 
serious  nature.  No  local  action  was  taken  with  regard  to 
the  use  of  measles  serum.  Chicken-pox  was  prevalent 
among  school  children  during  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year.  Of  the  21  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  1936 
16  occurred  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Anthrax,  Psittacosis,  epidemic 
Jaundice,  or  Undulant  Fever. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  proper  nursing  of 
measles  in  the  home,  by  an  agreement  with  the  West  Riding 
County  Council,  who  have  promised  to  provide  nurses  in  the 
event  of  an  epidemic. 


I do  not  know  of  any  use  of  the  Shick  and  Dick  Tests 
in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  made. 


There  were  no  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations 
performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 
The  total  number  of  Primary  Vaccinations  performed  in  the 

district  for  the  year  was  1. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1930. 


Disease. 

Total 

cases 

Cases 

admitted 

Total 

notified,  to  hospital. 

Deaths 

Smallpox  

0 

...  0 .. 

. 0 

Scarlet  fever  

21 

...  19  .. 

. 0 

Diphtheria  

2 

...  1 .. 

. 0 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  0 

...  0 .. 

. 0 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

...  0 .. 

. 0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

0 

...  0 .. 

. 0 

Pneumonia  

4 

...  1 .. 

. 3 

Erysipelas  

3 

...  0 .. 

. 0 

Dysentry  

1 

...  0 .. 

. 0 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 


No  action  taken. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1936:  — 


New  Cases. 

Dea 

ths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary . 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 . 

1 

5 

10  

. , 

. . . 

. . . 

15 

... 

. • • 

. 

20 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

25 

• • * 

. • « 

. . . 

... 

* . . 

35  

1 

1 

• . . 

1 

. . . 

' * * 

45  

- . . 

1 

55  

1 

2 

. • • 

65  and  upwards 

1 

• 

Totals  ... 

' 3 

l 

0 

0 

i 5 

; o 

0 

o ! 
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There  were  5 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
1936,  and  all  of  these  cases  were  previously  notified  to  me. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  to  be  taken  under 
these  Regulations. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

No  action  taken  under  this  heading. 

I have  the  honour,  Gentlemen,  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Joseph  Dowdall,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Smallpox 
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Scarlet  Fever 

O 

Diphtheria,  including  Mem.  Croup 

— 

Typhoid 

teJ3 
cd  sy 

— 

Paratyphoid 

< 2 

2 2. 

^ o 

4 

Pneumonia 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 


Acute  Polio  Encephalitis 


Enoephalitis  Lethargica 


Typhus  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever 
Continued  Fever 


Trench  Fever 


Dysentery 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
(New  cases  only). 


Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 
(New  cases  only). 


Contracted  in  England 
Contracted  Abroad 


Malaria. 
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Induced  in  Institutions* 
Chickenpox 


Measles  (excluding  German  measles) 
Whooping  Cough 


Other  Diseases 


Smallpox 
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Scarlet  Fever 


Diphtheria 


Enteric  Fever 


Other  Diseases 
Pneumonia 
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Annual  Report  of  thq  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1936  for  the  Urban  District  of  Hebden  Bridge,  on  the 
administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Work- 
places. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces, 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of  Written  Prosecu- 
Premises.  Inspections.  Notices  fcions 

(1)  (*)  (*)  (4) 

Factories  11  ...  0 ...  0 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  2 ...  0 ...  0 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  0 ...  0 ...  0 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises)  

Total 13  ...  0 ...  0 


2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — * 


Particulars. 

(1) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .... 

Want  of  Ventilation  

Overcrowding  

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  

Other  Nuisances  

Sanitary  ) Insufficient  

accommo-  r unsuitable  or  defective  .. 
dation.  > not  separate  for  sexes 


Number  of  Defects. 


Referred  No.  of 


Reme 

to  H.M. 

Prose- 

ound 

died. 

Inspector 

cutions 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

0 . 

...  0 

0 .. 

..  0 

0 . 

...  0 

0 .. 

. . 0 

0 . 

...  0 

....  0 « * 

..  0 

0 . 

. . . 0 

0 .. 

. . 0 

0 . 

. . . 0 

0 .. 

..  0 

3 . 

. . . 3 

0 .. 

. . 0 

0 . 

. . . 0 

....  0 . . 

. . 0 

0 . 

. . . 0 

0 .. 

..  0 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

Bakehouse  (s.  lOli)  0 .... 

fOther  offences  0 .... 

Total 3 


0 0 0 

0 0 0 

3 0 0 


tExcluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and  offences  under  the  Sec- 
tions mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac- 
tories and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921. 

Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 

Act*. 


OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES, 

SECTION  108. 


Nature  of  Work, 
(1) 


Instances. 

(2) 


Notices 

served 

(3) 


Wearing  Apparel- 

Making,  etc 

Cleaning  and  Washing  

Household  linen  

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

Furniture  and  upholstery  

Electro-pla/te  

File-making  

Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling  

Cables  and  chains  

Anchors  and  grapnels  

Cart  gear  

Locks,  latches  and  keys  

Umbrellas,  etc 

Artificial  flowers  

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  

Tents  

Sacks  

Racquet  and  tennis  balls  

Paper  etc.  boxes,  paper  bags  

Brush  making  

Pea  picking  

Feather  sorting  

Carding  etc.  of  buttons,  etc.  

Stuffed  toys  

Basket  making  

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats  

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 
Christmas  stockings,  etc 

Textile  weaving 

Lampshades  


Prosecutions 

(4) 


Total. 


Non®. 


Non®. 


None 


Francis  Joseph  Dowdall,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 


Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  as  Sanitary  Inspector  for 

the  year  ending  December  31st,  1936. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES.— The  number  of  pail 

or  tub  closets  at  present  in  use  is  37,  the  same  as  last  year. 
The  number  of  water  closets  has  been  increased  by  62,  37 
of  these  being  to  dwelling-houses ; the  total  number  of  con- 
veniences now  on  the  water-carriage  system  being  2,139. 

■ The  district  is  free  from  ashpits. 

NUISANCES. — There  have  been  15  instances  when 
informal  notices  were  served  upon  property-owners  to  abate 
nuisances  or  remove  complaints,  all  of  which  were  promptly 
attended  to  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— Twenty  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  two  of  diphtheria  have  been  recorded  during  the 
year.  Last  year  the  numbers  were  fourteen  and  one  respec- 
tively. Nineteen  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  hospital 
for  treatment. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— These  places  of 
employment  have  been  kept  under  constant  supervision. 

Unsuitable  closet  accommodation  was  found  in  three  in- 
stances. 

SMOKE  NUISANCE.— There  have  been  10  observa- 
tions for  smoke  pollution.  In  four  instances  it  was  necessary 
to  issue  warnings  where  excessive  smoke  emission  had  been 
recorded. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. — The  seven  privately-owned 

slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found 
to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner.  During  the  year  eight 
cows  which  had  been  slaughtered  were  found  to  be  partially 
or  wholly  unfit  for  food  and  were  condemned.  Each  case 
was  voluntarily  notified  and  the  carcase  surrendered  by  the 
owner  and  afterwards  buried. 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION.  — The  usual  In- 
spections of  dwelling-houses  have  been  attended  to  as  re- 
quired by  the  Acts,  and  have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of 
overcrowding,  defective  drains  and  sanitary  fittings,  struc- 
tural defects,  dampness,  etc.,  the  majority  of  which  have 
been  dealt  with  by  means  of  informal  notices. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  — Four  samples  of  milk  have  been 
taken  and  analysed  for  adulteration.  All  the  results  proved 
the  milk  to  be  genuine. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  — Two  samples  of  water  from 
private  sources  have  been  taken  and  analysed;  one  source 
was  found  to  be  contaminated  and,  after  notice,  the  pollu- 
tion was  removed. 

COWSHEDS. — The  12  cowsheds  situate  in  the  district, 
together  with  other  premises  subject  to  special  regulations, 
have  all  been  regularly  inspected. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  Bottomley,  M.R.San.L, 

Inspector. 


